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Birth  to  Five  Matters  2 
Birth to Five Sets the Stage for Future Success or Failure 

Newborn br ain  size proportionate  
to  6 year old brain.   

Newborn neural  networks compared 
to  networks of  a 6 year old. 

Early experiences from Birth to Five profoundly affect children’s future 
learning, behavior, and health. 

Paul  Lombroso.  (1998). “Development  of  the cerebral cortex. VI.  Growth Factors I.”  Journal of  
the American Academy of child and Adolescent  Psychiatry  37(6): 674-675. 2 



Median Abilities of Entering Kindergarteners by Family Income 
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Differences in Access to  Books 

Books  at  Home  and in Classroom  Libraries 

Income Books at Home Books at School 
Middle Income 199 392 
Low Income 2.6 54 
Lowest Income 0.4 47 

Smith, C., Constantino, R., & Krashen, S. (1997). “Differences in Print Environment: Children in Beverly Hills, 
Compton, and Watts.” Emergency Librarian, 24 (4), 8–9. 
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Birth  to  Five  Matters  4 

Children Who Start  School  Behind are  
UNLIKELY to Catch Up 
Children who enter kindergarten with 
limited readiness skills are more likely to 
develop reading difficulties and require 
remedial education. 
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Conclusive  Research Findings 

• Long  term  studies  tracking outcomes for 
children receiving  high-quality Early  Childhood 
Education (ECE) 

• Overwhelming  evidence showing  strong  
positive impact  of  quality ECE 

•  
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Return on  Investment  is High 

Dollars invested in quality ECE yield extraordinary public 
returns resulting in better working public schools, more 
educated workers, and less crime. 

Short Term Long Term 
Fewer retentions Higher rate of school completion 

Fewer special education referrals 
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Return  on  Investment  is H igh  2 

Schools can expect to save more 
than $11.00 per child for children who 

benefit from quality early learning 
experiences because these children 
are less likely to require special or

remedial education. 

National Institute for Early Education Research, 2002. 
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Return  on  Investment  is H igh  3 

The return to society for each dollar
invested in quality early childhood 

programs range from $1.80 - $17.07. 

Karoly, L. A., Kilburn, M. R., & Cannon, J. S. (2005). Early childhood 
interventions: Proven results, future promise. RAND Labor and Population, 
RAND Corporation. 
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Birth  to  Five  Matters  5 

Investing in Quality  ECE 
is Less Expensive than the Alternatives 

About 82% of all Americans in prison are high 
school dropouts. It costs about $20,000 a year to 
house a prisoner. In comparison, a year of high-
quality preschool costs about $4,800 and has
been shown to decrease the rate of arrests 

during the teenage years by 40%. 

The Committee for Economic Development, 1991. 
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Birth  to  Five  Matters  6 

Investing in Quality  Early  Care  and 
Education  is a  Wise I nvestment 

High-quality early childhood programs 
serving children Birth to Five can lead 

to improved child, school, and 
community outcomes. 
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